
 

 
 
Mark Farrell 
 
The Gardener as Artist 
 
He puts some bagged soil in a wheelbarrow 
I use a pick on some clay 
(He’s two heart attacks old  
to my twenty years) 
He sifts out the rocks as 
I stir in the clay with a shovel 
He sifts it for smaller rocks and pours in Perlite 
(puffing in 
chalk-white clouds) 
I blend them all and there it is: 
supersoil: 
                black brown red and replete with stars. 
 
All ready now for a poem. 
 
Who will help me 
when I  
am older? 
 
You? 
I doubt it. 
But who will help you? 
Me? 
Ha! 
_____ 
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