
 
  Sculpture by Nuntchi. 

 

 

 



Martine Compton 

 

Carnival Cancelled, This Town 
 

And foolishly I thought 

this time I would steer 

Whom I loved. 

Six-year let-down STOP 

Opening night tomorrow STOP 

Would read my telegram. 

 

Dress rehearsal standup. 

And all the pins, all the acrobats ready. 

No-shows do not do, do not do, 

for the pair of hands 

that hold the ground in place, 

white-roped and netted. 

 

The crew believes: 

Another day at the lake, before we pack on, now.  She’ll find a substitute. 

 

And this emotion is far too pinnacle 

to be friends with anger. 

It is a twin’s disappointment. 

 

_____ 
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