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Richard Dinges, Jr.

Planting a Garden

Ground sprouts unwanted
green crawled by death’s
head beetles, a burnt
orange offering to sun’s
unrelenting blaze

and wind’s disquiet

that dries soil into

a brittle gray crust.

A layer of dust coats
my tongue speechless
left only to unclench
stiff joints, pull on



my boots, grab a hoe
and begin again to grow
my next great hope.
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